Cell wall-deficient (CWD) bacterial pathogens: could amylotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) be due to one?
Recently, a number of diseases that had been thought previously to be caused by something other than an infectious agent are now known to be caused by bacteria. It now appears that it is not uncommon that bacteria, viruses, or fungi can cause diseases even when these organisms have not been detected or cultured. The most recent, well-publicized case is that of stomach ulcers; these are largely due to Helicobacter pylori infections. Here, the possibility is explored that amylotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) is caused by a cell wall-deficient microorganism.